"Alan Turing Time Machine", Nigel Parry, 2013. 



Mixed media including canvas, photographs, paint, pencil, pen, tissue 
paper, a burner phone, and ashes. The quote at the bottom of the piece is 
from an essay he wrote at university. 

Alan Turing was a British mathematician, computer scientist, and 
cryptanalyst (code-breaker) considered to be the father of computer 
science, formalizing the concepts of "algorithm" and "computation", 
ultimately designing the first stored-program computer (which stored 
data in electronic memory). 




















































Born in 1912, Turing was 27 when the UK declared war on Germany in 
1939, and reported the following day to what would eventually become 
GCHQ (the UK's NSA). During the war, he was responsible for creating 
a device to quickly break the Nazi's encrypted communications created 
using Enigma code machines used by German High Command and the 
German Navy. Turing was a truly brilliant man, who helped turn back 
the Nazi tide and received the Order of the British Empire (in secret) 
for his work during the war. He was also considered the father of 
artificial intelligence, and his Turing Test remains a foundational 
concept in this field. 

Turing was a gay man, and following a burglary in his house in 1952, 
admitted this to the police who were investigating. Homosexuality was 
illegal in the UK at the time, and the police chose to prosecute him, a 
court finding him guilty of gross indecency under Section 11 of the 
Criminal Law Amendment Act of 1885. He was sentenced to 
"treatment" a.k.a. chemical castration though oestrogen, which 
rendered him impotent and caused gynaecomastia (enlargement of the 
breasts). He died in 1954, with some attributing his death to suicide 
and others to accidental causes. 

This piece of art was created for a Day of the Dead/Dia de los 
muertos-themed art show in Saint Paul, Minnesota on 1 November 
2013^^ measures 20"xl6" and was created from mixed media 
including canvas, photographs, paint, pencil, pen, tissue paper, a 
burner phone, and ashes. Parts of the piece's theme arose from the 
context of the summer 2013 leaks of information by U.S. 
whistleblower Edward Snowden, which revealed unimaginable, 
indiscriminate, levels of international telecommunications and Internet 
monitoring by the NSA and GCHQ. 

While Turing worked for the proto-GCHQ to defeat the Nazis, I 
wondered what he would have thought of how GCHQ and NSA 
successors are employing technology today. I imagined the piece of art 
as an "Alan Turing Time Machine", which would have allowed him to 
glimpse into the future of cryptanalysis to see his future peers invade 
the privacy of hundreds of millions of innocent people around the globe 
on a daily basis, [ends]. Contact: nigel@nigelparry.net/nigelparry.net 


